
PATTERNS OF INCLUSION

the choices behind what makes it into an index in 
the first place, what is excluded, and how data is 

made algorithm ready

CYCLES OF ANTICIPATION

the implications of algorithm providers’ attempts 
to thoroughly know and predict their users, and 

how the conclusions they draw can matter

EVALUATION OF RELEVANCE

the criteria by which algorithms determine what 
is relevant, how those criteria are obscured from 

us, and how they enact political choices about 
appropriate and legitimate knowledge

PROMISE OF ALGORITHMIC OBJECTIVITY

the way the technical character of the algorithm 
is positioned as an assurance of impartiality, 

and how that claim is maintained in the face of 
controversy 

ENTANGLEMENT WITH PRACTICE

how users reshape their practices to suit algorithms 
they depend on, and how they can turn algorithms 
into terrains for political contest, sometimes even 
to interrogate the politics of the algorithm itself

PRODUCTION OF CALCULATED PUBLICS

how the algorithmic presentation of publics back 
to themselves shape a public’s sense of itself, 

and who is best positioned to benefit from that 
knowledge
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